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Westbrook Historical Society 
Purpose and Principle 

 
The purposes of this Society are to bring together 

those people interested in the history of Westbrook, 
Maine, and to discover, collect, and preserve any materials 
and objects that establish and illustrate the history of the 
area. The Society shall make all such materials and objects 
accessible for viewing or study on the premises. The 
Society shall arouse interest in the past by holding 
meetings open to the general public, by marking historic 
buildings, sites, etc. and by using other media to gain 
public interest in Westbrook history. 

The membership meets regularly for business and 
entertainment at 1:30 o’clock on the first Wednesday of 
each month, with the exception of July and August.  

 
Officers 

 
President, Donna Cousens Conley 

Vice President, Suzan Roberts Norton 
Secretary, Evelyn Libby Meserve  

 Treasurer, Nancy Joy Curran 
 

Directors 
 

 Diane Turgeon Dyer – Ellie Conant Saunders  
Alwyn Waite – James Burrill 

Immediate Past President, Robert Smith 
 

 
Email address  

 
wsbkhistsoc@gwi.net 

 
Tel: 854-5588 

 
The doors of the Westbrook Historical Society are 

open to the general public every Saturday morning, 9:00 
o’clock to noon. Capable volunteer staff is present at that 
time to help visitors with their interests and their needs. 

The doors are invariably open again on Tuesday 
mornings while volunteer workers are doing their chores, 
at which time the general public is also free to visit. 

 
 

 

 
Bulletin board 

 
Mark your calendars: 
  
Wednesday May 7, 2008 at 1:30.  [Regular meeting] 
Exploring Our Collection...Remembering Our Past - 
Artifacts and articles from the Society's vast Westbrook 
military collection will be discussed.  
This is the program that was originally scheduled for 
March. 
 
Wednesday evening, May 28, 2008.  This will be our 
2nd ANNUAL EVENING PROGRAM.  Last year we 
learned about Westbrook’s  immigrant families, the 
Turgeons (from Canada), the Keatings (from Ireland), the 
Jensens (from Denmark) & the Rathgebs (from 
Switzerland). This year we will again highlight Westbrook 
Immigrants with the featured families being the 
Woronecka (Polish), Zaharis (Greek) and Conant(English) 
families.  Plan to bring a friend and join us.  The doors 
will open at 6:00 PM for viewing of the collection and the 
program will start at 7:00PM. 
Anyone who has information, photos, artifacts, etc. from 
any relatives who immigrated to Westbrook, is 
encouraged to contact Suzan Norton or anyone at the 
Society so that their ancestor can be included in this very 
popular program.  
  
 
June 4, 2008 – Annual meeting; no speaker at this meeting 

 
 
 

Events of Historical Significance 
 
.  
Club News and News of Current Activities around 
Westbrook or news of Westbrook natives living 
elsewhere. 
 
 
Please Send In Information to be posted here 
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The Gordon: One of the last vestiges of the Tax 
Colony at Halidon Village 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Letter from the President 
 
President’s Message: 
As most of us who have reached the ‘Historical Society 
Age’ know, progress is made up of changes.  So we bid 
farewell to Phil Curran, our Newsletter editor of 10 
years….where did those years go!   We will miss his 
wonderfully researched historical articles which made our 
Newsletter so wonderfully interesting. But we also wish 
him well in his ‘new beginnings’ in other fields and know 
he will continue his support of the Society.  
  
And so we welcome our new editor Peter Murray.  Many 
of you may know Peter from his work on the Westbrook 
Police force.  Peter has a great love of history and of 
writing; he has spent many hours at the Society gathering 
research for some of his many articles that have appeared 
in the American Journal over the years.  We welcome you 
aboard Peter!  
 
As in most transitional phases delays occur so please 
accept our apology for the late arrival of this newsletter; 
we promise to do better in the future! 
  Donna Cousens Conley   
  
 
 
 

 
 
Grinding wheel used to sharp stone cutting tools 
as used on Rocky Hill………more on this story in 
coming issues. 
 
 
My name is Peter Murray. I am life-long resident 
of Westbrook, and served as a police officer 
there for some 20 years. I have long been 
interested in history, and have endeavored to 
write since grade school. I have worked freelance 
for the American Journal, Forecaster, and the 
now defunct 302 Times, often writing on 
historical events. I am hoping now to combine 
my passions for history, writing, and food into 
the avocation of my remaining years. 
 
I invite you to contact me with news of historical 
importance, family folklore, and remembrances 
of cultural foods and the role they played in your 
life. 
 
I am now employed as the Executive Chef for the 
University of New England (thus the tardiness of 
this newsletter). Because I travel a great deal it is 
best to call my cell phone 207- 415-3028 or email 
me at wordcobbler@maine.rr.com. However, you 
may send material to 802 Methodist Rd. 
Westbrook, Maine 04092 or call (207-854-5856). 
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Pump House once serviced Halidon Village 
 

Fiske Warren, A Single Taxer, and a glimpse of 
not so often published history 
 
Even the most cursory look into Westbrook’s History, and 
one would inevitably stumble upon the story, or at least 
part of the story, of Samuel Dennis Warren. Founder of 
the paper mills, Mr. Warren’s legacy lives on to this day 
in both name and deed. But, tucked away in the margins 
of that same Westbrook History are the exploits and 
passions of yet another Warren. 
 
Charles “Fiske” Warren was the youngest of Sam 
Warren’s five children. “Fiske” as he was commonly 
called, was a man passionate in his beliefs. Chief among 
those was his strong conviction that land speculation 
would lead to the ruination of our economic system. And, 
he set out to remedy what he believed would lead to heavy 
taxation, intolerable property values, and the ability of the 
common man to provide a home. 
 
In 1911 Fiske Warren and others established the “Tax 
Colony” of Halidon. Halidon is so called, it is believed, in 
reference to the Battle of Halidon Hill. Fiske Warren was 
a great admirer of the poet Sir Walter Scott. 
 
Despite his wealth Fiske Warren traveled in third class 
aboard the luxury liners of his day. Making four trips 
around the world in his life time, he often wrote in what 
he termed “familiar letters” about his “single taxers.” 
 
Halidon being a “single tax colony” was comprised of 128 
acres. The land was held in trust, and tax was paid to the 
City of Westbrook on the entire parcel. Those living upon 
the land were free to improve the land with homes and 
business without incurring an increase in their taxes, but 
paying rent to the trust. 
 
Very little is left of the Village of Halidon. The trust was 
dissolved in 1933, not long after Fiske’s death. “The 
Gordon”  a house that sits on a promontory of land above 

the Presumpscot River and a stone building on the road 
below are all that are left of the infrastructure, save for a 
delipatated pump house that until fairly recently supplied 
water to the whole community of Halidon. 
 
In an interesting side note of history, Westbrook’s 
association with the Warrens brought it within the scope 
of famous people and, by extension, into a contentious and 
tragic situation. It would seem that Samuel Warren Jr. was 
a law partner and friend of the now famous Justice Louis 
Brandeis of the United States Supreme Court. Mr. 
Brandeis  administered the trust set up by Sam Warren Sr. 
which upon his death controlled the mills at Westbrook. 
 
Justice Brandeis’s appointment to the Supreme Court was 
challenged in Congress. There were those that would 
allege that he, in collusion with the younger Sam Warren, 
was disproportionately dispersing monies from the trust. 
Such an allegation was the basis for a suit brought by Ned 
Warren against his older brother. Fiske sided with Ned in 
the fray. Ultimately, on the eve of the suit reaching trial, 
Samuel Warren Jr. put a shotgun to his head and pulled 
the trigger. This seems a fact that the history of Westbrook 
has largely chosen to ignore. 
 
While Fiske did have some involvement with the mill, and 
is thought by some to be a driving force in the growth of 
the “research lab” his interests were far flung. He was an 
outspoken spokesman against American Imperialism, and 
a staunch supporter of Philippine Independence. 
Like all the Warren children, Fiske was a philanthropist, 
who with his family gave much to the world of art in 
Boston, giving up to 90 % of the collection at the Boston 
Museum of Fine Art.  But, Fiske seems to be more the 
champion of the common man, setting up single tax 
colonies in his native Harvard, Massachusetts, Westbrook, 
Maine and the Republic of Andorra, among others. 
 
More information about Fiske Warren and his locally 
famous family can be gleaned at the Warren Memorial 
Library and the Westbrook Historical Society. Much 
information on the Warren Family is revealed in a book 
entitled The Mount Vernon Warrens by Martin Green. 
The book is available in the Historical Society and at the 
Walker Memorial Library. 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note 
 
Please accept my apologies for this newsletter 
being somewhat late. Since agreeing to do the 
letter my work has taken on new dimensions. 
But, beyond work is the problem of information. I 
would urge each of you that is involved with our 
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history, and has items of interest to pass along 
to give me a call or drop me a line.  Much of the 
delay in getting the newsletter to print involved 
not being aware of what had happened within the 
society……. Or elsewhere 
 
  
 

Westbrook Then and Now 
February’s meeting found Mike Sanphy graciously 
giving a talk and demonstration through pictures of 
the Westbrook of yesteryear. 
Mike is an avid photographer and collector of 
historical pictures, many of his collection coming 
from the former Marshall Studios on ValleySquare. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Acquisitions 
The Westbrook Historical Society has received the 
papers of Otis Wyer through his daughter Roberta. 
They are available for inspection. While I have yet to 
read the papers I had the pleasure of meeting Mr. 
Wyer several years ago. He regaled me with his 
stories of the early days of electricity and motor cars 
here in Westbrook.  He recalled as a child how he 
had been attending his short-wave radio set and 
hearing the distress signal from the Titanic. I am sure 
that his papers will be as illuminating as his stories. 
 
 
 

Tom Mix Rides Again 
 

The historical society is in possession of a letter from 
Tom Mix and the Ralston Purina Company, awarding 
the late Mayor Phil Spiller and his sibling a pony, or 
$100 to be shared equally, for their entry into a 
contest. We presume they took the money. 
 
 
 
. 
 
 
 

 
                      
 
 
 
 

     Upcoming Events of Historical Significance  
 

Please call the historical society of news of                
upcoming events, i.e Westbrook Together Days 

Or call me directly at 207-854-5856 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stories for Future Newsletters 
 

Rock Quarrying in Westbrook 
A look at local industry of today by way of its history 

 
Danish Cookies and the Folks that Made Them 

 
Mother Warren Remembered 

 
Westbrook’s Culture and Cuisine 

 
Pepere’s Garden 

 
 
 
 
 

 


